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Puer Nobis Nascitur

Nicolas Lebegue

(Congregation speaks words in bold print.)
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Alleluia! Christ is risen!

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are raised with him to new life.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you created us in your image
and planted us in a well-watered garden. In the desert you promised pools of
water for the parched, and you gave us water from the rock.
When we did not know the way, you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still
waters. At the cross, you watered us from Jesus’ wounded side, and on this
day, you shower us again with the water of life.

We praise you for your salvation through water, for the water in this font,
and for all water everywhere. Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love.
Satisfy the thirsty and give us the life only you can give.
To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN # 384

That Easter Day with Joy was Bright

2

GREETING
The grace of our risen Savior, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray…O God, your Son makes himself known to all his disciples in the
breaking of bread. Open the eyes of our faith, that we may see him in his
redeeming work, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
Amen.

Word
HOLY GOSPEL

Luke 24:13-35

The colorful story of Jesus’ appearance to two disciples on the road to Emmaus answers the
question of how Jesus is to be recognized among us. Here, he is revealed through the
scriptures and in the breaking of bread.
The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 24th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Now on that same day [when Jesus had appeared to Mary
Magdalene,] two [disciples] were going to a village called Emmaus, about
seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these things
that had happened. While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came
near and went with them, but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. And
he said to them, “What are you discussing with each other while you walk
along?” They stood still, looking sad. Then one of them, whose name was
Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not
know the things that have taken place there in these days?” He asked them,
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“What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a
prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, and how our
chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and
crucified him. But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and
besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place. Moreover,
some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this
morning, and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told
us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was
alive. Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as
the women had said; but they did not see him.” Then he said to them, “Oh,
how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets
have declared! Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things
and then enter into his glory?” Then beginning with Moses and all the
prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures.
As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if
he were going on. But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because
it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to
stay with them. When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed
and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened, and they
recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. They said to each other,
“Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road,
while he was opening the scriptures to us?” That same hour they got up and
returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions
gathered together. They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has
appeared to Simon!” Then they told what had happened on the road, and how
he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

Pastor Tancredi
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Cantata: The Road to Emmaus
Jessica Lennick, soprano

Jaromir Weinberger

This morning we present the solo cantata for soprano and organ, “the Way to
Emmaus,” written by the Czech composer Jaromir Weinberger (1896-1967).
Weinberger studied in his native Czechoslovakia and in Leipzig under Max Reger.
Weinberger taught in Europe and in the U. S. until 1939, when he settled in
the U. S. to escape Nazi persecution, becoming a citizen in 1948. He wrote over 100
works in all classical forms, including an opera, “Schwanda the Bagpiper” which has
been staged internationally.
The Way to Emmaus is a setting of Luke 24: 13-31, where Jesus comes upon his
despondent disciples on the road to Emmaus. They, not recognizing him, tell him the
events of the previous week---whereupon Jesus explains the Scriptures regarding
himself, reveals himself, and breaks bread with them before he disappears from sight.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
(Each portion of the prayers concludes with the following:)
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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BENEDICTION
May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead raise you to new life, fill
you with hope, and turn your mourning into dancing.
Almighty God, Father, +Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN # 389

Christ is Alive
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DISMISSAL
Christ is risen, just as he said.
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!

Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
Postlude

Postlude in D

Healey Willan

Even though we are not meeting in person, the church has many fixed expenses
including staff salaries and care of the building. We are also continuing our
congregational support to our partner congregation Mediator, Philadelphia,
and the Ardmore Food Pantry. We encourage you to continue giving to
support our ministry, as you are able to in these times. Checks can be mailed
to the church office, or you can give online at
www.stpaulsardmore.com/giving.
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The Staff

The Rev. Laura M. Tancredi – Pastor
Andrew K. Heller – Director of Music
Carisa Cantor – Parish Administrator
Evelyn Reider – Controller
Mike Dougherty – Cemetery Superintendent
Dave Curry – Cemetery and Property Caretaker
Runa Kennedy & Ally Ross – Nursery Caregivers
Helene Roth – Council President

ltancredi@stpaulsardmore.org
andyheller@stpaulsardmore.org
carisa@stpaulsardmore.org
finance@stpaulsardmore.org

Telephones

Church Office – 610-642-3211
Controller – 610-642-9166

Stay Connected to St. Paul’s Online:
Website:

stpaulsardmore.com

Facebook:

facebook.com/stpaulsardmore

Pastor Laura's blog:

pastortancredi.wordpress.com
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