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The Fourth Sunday of Easter
Prelude

I Am the Good Shepherd

Thomas Matthews

Lee Berry & Jessica Lennick, soprano

(Congregation speaks words in bold print.)
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Alleluia! Christ is risen!

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are raised with him to new life.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you created us in your image
and planted us in a well-watered garden. In the desert you promised pools of
water for the parched, and you gave us water from the rock.

When we did not know the way, you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still
waters. At the cross, you watered us from Jesus’ wounded side, and on this
day, you shower us again with the water of life.
We praise you for your salvation through water, for the water in this font,
and for all water everywhere. Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love.
Satisfy the thirsty and give us the life only you can give.
To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.
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GATHERING HYMN # 782

My Shepherd, You Supply My Need
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GREETING
The grace of our risen Savior, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE

This is the Feast
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray… O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us
to safety through the valleys of death. Guide us by your voice, that we may
walk in certainty and security to the joyous feast prepared in your house,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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Word
Reading

Acts 2:42-47

Today’s reading is a description of life in the community following Peter’s sermon on the
day of Pentecost, when the Spirit was poured out on God’s people. The new community is
sustained in worship and fellowship, shares what they have, and ensures that everyone has
enough.
Reader/ A reading from Acts.
[The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to
the breaking of bread and the prayers.
Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being
done by the apostles. All who believed were together and had all things in
common; they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the
proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, as they spent much time together
in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and
generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And
day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Duet

The Lord Is My Shepherd

Lee Berry & Jessica Lennick

Henry Smart
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HOLY GOSPEL

John 10:1-10

Jesus uses an image familiar to the people of his day to make a point about spiritual
leadership. Those who listen to Jesus are led to abundant life.
The Holy Gospel according to John, the 10th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said:] “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold
by the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. The one who
enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate
for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and
leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them,
and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. They will not follow a
stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of
strangers.” Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not
understand what he was saying to them.
So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the
sheep. All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not
listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will
come in and go out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and
destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

Pastor Tancredi
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HYMN OF THE DAY # 789

Savior, like A Shepherd Lead Us
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
(Each portion of the prayers concludes with the following:)
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICTION
May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead raise you to new life, fill
you with hope, and turn your mourning into dancing.
Almighty God, Father, +Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN # 883

All People that On Earth Do Dwell
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DISMISSAL
Christ is risen, just as he said.
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!

Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Postlude

Old Hundredth

Piet Post

Your continued support and generosity have allowed us to care for our
members and others in the community. This week, St. Paul’s is making $1,000
donations to the Coalition Against Hunger, ELCA COVID-19 Response, and
Lutheran World Relief. This money will go towards fighting the effects of the
pandemic in our community, nation, and around the world. Thank you.

www.stpaulsardmore.com/giving
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The Staff

The Rev. Laura M. Tancredi – Pastor
Andrew K. Heller – Director of Music
Carisa Cantor – Parish Administrator
Evelyn Reider – Controller
Mike Dougherty – Cemetery Superintendent
Dave Curry – Cemetery and Property Caretaker
Runa Kennedy & Ally Ross – Nursery Caregivers
Helene Roth – Council President

ltancredi@stpaulsardmore.org
andyheller@stpaulsardmore.org
carisa@stpaulsardmore.org
finance@stpaulsardmore.org

Telephones

Church Office – 610-642-3211
Controller – 610-642-9166

Stay Connected to St. Paul’s Online:
Website:

stpaulsardmore.com

Facebook:

facebook.com/stpaulsardmore

Pastor Laura's blog:

pastortancredi.wordpress.com
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