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The Ascension of Our Lord
Prelude

Amazing Grace

arr. Burton Isaac

Joy Baxter, violin

(Congregation speaks words in bold print.)
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Alleluia! Christ is risen!

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are raised with him to new life.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you created us in your image
and planted us in a well-watered garden. In the desert you promised pools of
water for the parched, and you gave us water from the rock.
When we did not know the way, you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still
waters. At the cross, you watered us from Jesus’ wounded side, and on this
day, you shower us again with the water of life.

We praise you for your salvation through water, for the water in this font,
and for all water everywhere. Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love.
Satisfy the thirsty and give us the life only you can give.
To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.
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GATHERING HYMN # 825

You Servants of God
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GREETING
The grace of our risen Savior, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE

This is the Feast
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray…Almighty God, your only Son was taken into the heavens and in
your presence intercedes for us. Receive us and our prayers for all the world,
and in the end bring everything into your glory, through Jesus Christ, our
Sovereign and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
Amen.

5

Word
Reading

Acts 1:1-11

Before he is lifted into heaven, Jesus promises that the missionary work of the disciples
will spread out from Jerusalem to all the world. His words provide an outline of the book
of Acts.
Reader/ A reading from Acts.
[Luke writes:] In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did
and taught from the beginning until the day when he was taken up to heaven,
after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had
chosen. After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many
convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the
kingdom of God. While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave
Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. “This,” he said, “is
what you have heard from me; for John baptized with water, but you will be
baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”
So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time
when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to
know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. But you
will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be
my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the
earth.” When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a
cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going and they were gazing up
toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said,
“Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus,
who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as
you saw him go into heaven.”
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Solo

Jesus, My All, to Heaven Is Gone

Helena Koerner, soprano

arr. K. Lee Scott

HOLY GOSPEL

Luke 24:44-53

On the day of his ascension, Jesus leaves his disciples with a commission, a blessing, and a
promise of the Holy Spirit.
The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 24th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said to the eleven and those with them,] “These are my words that I
spoke to you while I was still with you—that everything written about me in
the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he
opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, “Thus it
is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third
day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his
name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these
things. And see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here
in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.”
Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed
them. While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up
into heaven. And they worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great
joy; and they were continually in the temple blessing God.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

Pastor Peterson
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HYMN OF THE DAY # 393

A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
(Each portion of the prayers concludes with the following:)
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICTION
May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead raise you to new life, fill
you with hope, and turn your mourning into dancing.
Almighty God, Father, +Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN # 392

Alleluia! Sing to Jesus

DISMISSAL
Christ is risen, just as he said.
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!

Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Postlude

Hyfrydol

David Cherwien

Even though we are not meeting in person, the church has many fixed expenses
including staff salaries and care of the building. We are also continuing our
congregational support to our partner congregation Mediator, Philadelphia,
and the Ardmore Food Pantry. We encourage you to continue giving to
support our ministry, as you are able to in these times. Checks can be mailed
to the church office, or you can give online at
www.stpaulsardmore.com/giving.
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The Staff

The Rev. Kris A. Peterson – Bridge Pastor
Andrew K. Heller – Director of Music
Carisa Cantor – Parish Administrator
Evelyn Reider – Controller
Mike Dougherty – Cemetery Superintendent
Dave Curry – Cemetery and Property Caretaker
Runa Kennedy & Ally Ross – Nursery Caregivers
Helene Roth – Council President

kris.peterson@stpaulsardmore.org
andyheller@stpaulsardmore.org
carisa@stpaulsardmore.org
finance@stpaulsardmore.org

Telephones

Church Office – 610-642-3211
Controller – 610-642-9166

Stay Connected to St. Paul’s Online:
Website:

stpaulsardmore.com

Facebook:

facebook.com/stpaulsardmore
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