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The Second Sunday after Pentecost
Prelude

Gather Us In

Honoré

(Congregation speaks words in bold print)
Announcements

Gathering

CALL TO WORSHIP
May the God of all grace and compassion be present among us as we worship
this day.
Listening for the voice of God, may we also hear the cries of our brothers
and sisters in need.
Seeking God’s healing love in our lives,
May we feel the pain of those whose hurts are dismissed or ignored.
Gracious God, be with us,
Open the doors of our hearts to see a world in need.
Lifting our songs of praise and thanksgiving,
We are sent out into the world as instruments of God’s love and healing.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the presence of God who sees our broken hearts and minds, let us confess
our sin.
Jesus commands us to go and proclaim the kingdom of God
But Jesus, I am very busy and I have many responsibilities.
Jesus says, “I am sending you out into the world.”
But Jesus, I can’t go now. I have too much to do. The cost would be too
great. There is not enough time to do what I want and follow you too.
Jesus says, “Go and proclaim the kingdom of God.”
But I am not the one you want. I cannot speak your word. I do not
understand you fully. I am not gifted enough to proclaim your kingdom.

A time of silence for confession
Merciful God, we have sinned against you in our thoughts, words and
excuses. We pray for your power to turn our excuses into action. We
pray for your love to turn our hearts to the world around us. Forgive us,
O God, for we have fallen short of your glory.
People of God, through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ we are
forgiven and set free. We are God’s chosen people gifted with power to
proclaim the kingdom of God. We are no longer captive to our excuses but are
free to follow our Lord into the world. Praise God!
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GATHERING SONG # 532

Gather Us In
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GREETING
The love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord, and the life of the Spirit be
with you all.
And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE

Now the Feast and Celebration

SALUTATION
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray… Holy God, we pray for justice, peace and reconciliation. When
the challenges seem too many, remind us of your resurrection power. When
tasks seem overwhelming, remind us of the miracle of love. When apathy
threatens us, remind us of your vision of a world made whole. We pray in
Jesus’ holy name.
Amen.

Word
Reading

Romans 5:1-8

We are no longer God’s enemies but have peace with God because we were brought into a
right relationship with God through Christ’s death.
Reader/ A reading from Romans.
Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ, through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we
stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. And not only that,
but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces
endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces
hope, and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured
into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.
For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the
ungodly. Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though
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perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to die. But God proves
his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Solo

Thy Perfect Love

Lee Berry, soprano

K. Lee Scott

HOLY GOSPEL

Matthew 9:35-10:14

The mission of Jesus’ followers is to continue the mission of Jesus himself. Here, he instructs
his first disciples as to how they might proclaim the gospel through their words and deeds.
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 9th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and curing every disease and every
sickness. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they
were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his
disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the
Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”
Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over
unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease and every
sickness. These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon, also known
as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother
John; Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James
son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; Simon the Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot, the
one who betrayed him.
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These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Go nowhere
among the Gentiles, and enter no town of the Samaritans, but go rather to the
lost sheep of the house of Israel. As you go, proclaim the good news, ‘The
kingdom of heaven has come near.’ Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the
lepers, cast out demons. You received without payment; give without payment.
Take no gold, or silver, or copper in your belts, no bag for your journey, or two
tunics, or sandals, or a staff; for laborers deserve their food. Whatever town or
village you enter, find out who in it is worthy, and stay there until you
leave. As you enter the house, greet it. If the house is worthy, let your peace
come upon it; but if it is not worthy, let your peace return to you. If anyone
will not welcome you or listen to your words, shake off the dust from your feet
as you leave that house or town.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon

Pastor Peterson
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HYMN OF THE DAY # 798

Will You Come and Follow Me
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS
(Each portion of the prayers concludes with the following:)
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICTION
As Jesus sent the disciples out into the countryside to preach and to heal, so
Christ sends us out to speak words of love and hope.
We accept God’s call to be agents in God’s mission, bearing love and hope
to our hurting world.
Go forth rejoicing in the presence of God’s Spirit and in the healing power of
the gospel of love and hope. Go in the name of our God, Father, Son and Holy
Spirit. Amen.
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SENDING SONG # 669

Rise Up, O Saints of God
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace to love God and one another.
Thanks be to God!

Postlude

Rise Up, O Saints of God
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Seth Bingham

Even though we are not meeting in person, the church has many fixed
expenses including staff salaries and care of the building. We are also
continuing our congregational support to our partner congregation
Mediator, Philadelphia, and the Ardmore Food Pantry. We encourage you
to continue giving to support our ministry, as you are able to in these
times. Checks can be mailed to the church office, or you can give online at
www.stpaulsardmore.com/giving.
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The Staff
The Rev. Kris A. Peterson – Bridge Pastor
Andrew K. Heller – Director of Music
Carisa Cantor – Parish Administrator
Evelyn Reider – Controller
Mike Dougherty – Cemetery Superintendent
Dave Curry – Cemetery and Property Caretaker
Runa Kennedy & Ally Ross – Nursery Caregivers
Helene Roth – Council President

kris.peterson@stpaulsardmore.org
andyheller@stpaulsardmore.org
carisa@stpaulsardmore.org
finance@stpaulsardmore.org

Telephones

Church Office – 610-642-3211;
Controller – 610-642-9166

Stay Connected to St. Paul’s Online:
Website:

stpaulsardmore.com

Facebook:

facebook.com/stpaulsardmore
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