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The Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
Prelude

Let the Whole Creation Cry

Pachelbel

(Congregation speaks words in bold print)
Announcements

Gathering

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Jesus says to us, “Come to me, all you who are tired, who are worn out from
carrying heavy burdens. Put down the heavy load that you are carrying, and
you will find rest for your souls.”
Let us confess our sin, bringing all that is weighing us down, before God who
is merciful and slow to anger.

A time of silence for confession

Gracious God,
We confess that we don’t always understand our own actions.
We clearly know what is right – what you expect of us – but we don’t
always do it.
We also clearly know what is wrong – the thoughts and actions that hurt
others and offend you – but we do these things anyway.
Forgive us, O God. Set us free from the sin that prevents us from serving
you and our neighbor.
People of God, know this:
Our God is merciful and compassionate, slow to anger and filled with unfailing
love. When we stumble, he is there to catch us; when we are weighed down, he
is there to lift us up. So be at peace: in the death and resurrection of Jesus our
sins are forgiven. Praise God!

CALL TO WORSHIP
We have gathered for worship,
Jesus invites us to come!
We come as we are, with our doubts and our fears, with our successes and
our failures,
Jesus invites us to come!
We come, bringing with us the events and experiences from this past week,
Jesus invites us to come!
So come. . . come and receive all that Jesus longs to give – peace, love and
mercy.
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GATHERING SONG # 876

Let the Whole Creation Cry
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GREETING
The love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord, and the life of the Spirit be
with you all.
And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE

Now the Feast and Celebration

SALUTATION
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Gracious God, we offer you our praise and thanksgiving. In times of weakness
and hour of need, yours is the strength which carries us through. When our
load is heavy and feels too much to bear, your arms are stretched out to help us
carry the load. In these challenging and uncertain times may we hear your
voice, “Come. . . find rest.” This is such divine grace. In deep gratitude we
pray in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

Word
Reading

Romans 7:15-25a

Life captive to sin is a catch-22 existence in which we know good but do not do it and do
things we know to be wrong. Through Jesus Christ, God has set us free from such a futile
existence.
Reader/ A reading from Romans.
I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the
very thing I hate. Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is
good. But in fact it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me. For I
know that nothing good dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. I can will what
is right, but I cannot do it. For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not
want is what I do. Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I that do it,
but sin that dwells within me.
So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at
hand. For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, but I see in my
members another law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to
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the law of sin that dwells in my members. Wretched man that I am! Who will
rescue me from this body of death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our
Lord!
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Solo

Give Me Jesus

Lee Berry, soprano

HOLY GOSPEL

Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30

Jesus chides people who find fault with both his ministry and that of John the Baptist. He
thanks God that wisdom and intelligence are not needed to receive what God has to offer.
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 11th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] “To what will I compare this generation? It
is like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another,
‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;
we wailed, and you did not mourn.’
For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; the
Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a
drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by
her deeds.”
At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
because you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and
have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. All
things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son
except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to
whom the Son chooses to reveal him.
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“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I
will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle
and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy,
and my burden is light.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon

Pastor Peterson

HYMN OF THE DAY # 611

I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say
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THE PRAYERS
(Each portion of the prayers concludes with the following:)
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICTION
God gives rest to all who are weary and carrying heavy burdens.
Almighty and merciful God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit bless, preserve and
keep you this day and forevermore.
Amen.

The final hymn, Before You, Lord, Be Bow has a text written by Francis Scott
Key (1779-1843) author of “The Star-Spangled Banner.” We offer it as a
prayer for our nation and the entire world on this Independence Day weekend.
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SENDING SONG # 893

Before You, Lord, We Bow

9

DISMISSAL
Go in peace to love God and one another.
Thanks be to God!

Postlude

Fugue on “My Country, ‘Tis of Thee”

J.K. Paine

Even though we are not meeting in person, the church has many fixed
expenses including staff salaries and care of the building. We are also
continuing our congregational support to our partner congregation
Mediator, Philadelphia, and the Ardmore Food Pantry. We encourage you
to continue giving to support our ministry, as you are able to in these
times. Checks can be mailed to the church office, or you can give online at
www.stpaulsardmore.com/giving.

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #21703.
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The Staff
The Rev. Kris A. Peterson – Bridge Pastor
Andrew K. Heller – Director of Music
Carisa Cantor – Parish Administrator
Evelyn Reider – Controller
Mike Dougherty – Cemetery Superintendent
Dave Curry – Cemetery and Property Caretaker
Runa Kennedy & Ally Ross – Nursery Caregivers
Helene Roth – Council President

kris.peterson@stpaulsardmore.org
andyheller@stpaulsardmore.org
carisa@stpaulsardmore.org
finance@stpaulsardmore.org

Telephones

Church Office – 610-642-3211;
Controller – 610-642-9166

Stay Connected to St. Paul’s Online:
Website:

stpaulsardmore.com

Facebook:

facebook.com/stpaulsardmore
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