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The Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
Prelude

Aria

Flor Peeters

(Congregation speaks words in bold print)
Announcements

Gathering

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, the sower, the seed, the fruit.
Blessed be God forever!
Let us confess our sin before our gracious God, whose mercy endures forever.

A time of silence for confession
Merciful God,
You plant each of us like seeds in the same field and together we are
nourished and nurtured by your Word. We are blessed by the
knowledge that you want us to grow into who you created us to be.

When we deprive others of that same opportunity,
forgive us.
When we want to uproot those whom we believe do not belong in our part of
the field,
forgive us.
When we label others as “those” people rather than siblings in Christ,
forgive us.
When we are reluctant to acknowledge that we ourselves are a mixture of
weeds and wheat,
forgive us.
When we are afraid to look into the fields of our own lives to see what is
growing there,
forgive us. Look upon us with mercy so that we may be fruits of love and
compassion for the sake of our world.
Hear the Good News! God’s unconditional love does not seek appearances or
conditions, but loves in such a way that we are restored to health and
wholeness. In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. We are free to grow in the field
of God’s love. Praise God!

2

GATHERING SONG # 596

My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less
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GREETING
The steadfast love of God, the life of Jesus Christ and the growth of the Holy
Spirit be with you.
And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE

Now the Feast and Celebration

SALUTATION
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Holy God, you call us to live out your justice and righteousness in our daily
lives. Help us to walk in your love, so that we never lose our way. Enable us to
live and love one another as you have taught us, responding with conviction
and grace to those who would keep us from following your path of love and
mercy. In Jesus’ name.
Amen.

Word
Reading

Romans 8:18-25

For Paul, true spirituality means that we experience the reality of the Spirit, which enables
us to pray as God’s children, keeps us in solidarity with creation, and gives us unseen hope
that God will liberate us and creation from bondage to death and decay.
Reader/ A reading from Romans.
I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing
with the glory about to be revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager
longing for the revealing of the children of God; for the creation was subjected
to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in
hope that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will
obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. We know that the
whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the
creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan
inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. For in hope
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we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is
seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Solo

God, My Shepherd, Walks Beside Me

Helena Koerner, soprano

J. S. Bach

HOLY GOSPEL
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
Jesus tells a parable about the coexistence of good and evil in this world. God’s judgment
will remove all evildoers and causes of sin, but not until the end of human history.
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 13th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may
be compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while
everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat,
and then went away. So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the
weeds appeared as well. And the slaves of the householder came and said to
him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these
weeds come from?’ He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The slaves said to
him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ But he replied, ‘No; for in
gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. Let both of
them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers,
Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the
wheat into my barn.’ ”
Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples
approached him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.”
He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the field is
the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are
6

the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the
harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are
collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of
Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of
sin and all evildoers, and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like
the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon

Pastor Peterson

HYMN OF THE DAY # 681

We Plow the Fields and Scatter
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THE PRAYERS
(Each portion of the prayers concludes with the following:)
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICTION
May God the sower make you good and fertile soil.
May Christ the seed bloom and grow in your words and actions.
May the fruitful Spirit bring forth a bountiful yield in your lives.
May our God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever.
Amen.
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SENDING SONG # 679

For the Fruit of All Creation

10

DISMISSAL
Go in peace to love God and one another.
Thanks be to God!

Postlude

Festival Flourish

Flor Peeters

Even though we are not meeting in person, the church has many fixed
expenses including staff salaries and care of the building. We are also
continuing our congregational support to our partner congregation
Mediator, Philadelphia, and the Ardmore Food Pantry. We encourage you
to continue giving to support our ministry, as you are able to in these
times. Checks can be mailed to the church office, or you can give online at
www.stpaulsardmore.com/giving.
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The Staff
The Rev. Kris A. Peterson – Bridge Pastor
Andrew K. Heller – Director of Music
Carisa Cantor – Parish Administrator
Evelyn Reider – Controller
Mike Dougherty – Cemetery Superintendent
Dave Curry – Cemetery and Property Caretaker
Runa Kennedy & Ally Ross – Nursery Caregivers
Helene Roth – Council President

kris.peterson@stpaulsardmore.org
andyheller@stpaulsardmore.org
carisa@stpaulsardmore.org
finance@stpaulsardmore.org

Telephones

Church Office – 610-642-3211;
Controller – 610-642-9166

Stay Connected to St. Paul’s Online:
Website:

stpaulsardmore.com

Facebook:

facebook.com/stpaulsardmore
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