Saint Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
Ardmore, Pennsylvania
August 30, 2020

The Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Prelude

Deal Thou with Me in Mercy, Lord

Johann G. Walther

Today we welcome Gary Garletts as our guest organist
(Congregation speaks words in bold print)
Announcements

Gathering

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting,
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation.
Amen.
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.

A time of silence for reflection
Reconciling God,
we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your
presence in our lives. We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our

own efforts. We abuse your good creation for our own benefit.
We fear difference and do not welcome others as you have welcomed us.
We sin in thought, word, and deed. By your grace, forgive us;
through your love, renew us; and in your Spirit, lead us;
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life.
Amen.
Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with
God through ☩ Christ Jesus, through whom we have obtained grace upon
grace. Our sins are forgiven. Let us live now in hope.
For hope does not disappoint, because God’s love has been poured into our
hearts through the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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GATHERING SONG # 799

Come Follow Me the Savior Spake
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE

Now the Feast and Celebration

SALUTATION
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the
sake of the world. Humble us by his example, point us to the path of
obedience, and give us strength to follow your commands, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Word
Reading

Romans 12:9-21

Paul presents benchmarks for faithful relationships with Christians and non-Christians.
Love is the unflagging standard of our behavior. When we encounter evil, we do not resort
to its tactics but seek to overcome it with good. While Christians cannot control the actions
and attitudes of others, we seek to live at peace with all people.
Reader/ A reading from Romans.
Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one
another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. Do not lag
in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in
suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend
hospitality to strangers.
Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with
those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one
another; do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be
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wiser than you are. Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what
is noble in the sight of all. If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live
peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the
wrath of God; for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the
Lord.” No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give
them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their
heads.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Solo

Hear Ye Israel

Jessica Lennick, soprano

Felix Mendelssohn

HOLY GOSPEL
Matthew 16:21-28
After Peter confesses that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of the living God” (16:16), Jesus
reveals the ultimate purpose of his ministry. These words prove hard to accept, even for a
disciple whom Jesus has called a “rock.”
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 16th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus
began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great
suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed,
and on the third day be raised. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke
him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” But he
turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to
me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.”
Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let
them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who
6

want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will
find it. For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their
life? Or what will they give in return for their life?
“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father,
and then he will repay everyone for what has been done. Truly I tell you, there
are some standing here who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man
coming in his kingdom.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon

Pastor Tancredi
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HYMN OF THE DAY # 808

Lord Jesus, You Shall be My Song
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THE PRAYERS
(Each portion of the prayers concludes with the following:)
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICTION
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to
come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.
God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, bless
you and keep you in eternal love.
Amen.
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SENDING SONG # 783

Praise and Thanks and Adoration
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God!

Postlude

O My Soul, Be Glad and Joyful

Georg Boehm

Even though we are not meeting in person, the church has many fixed
expenses including staff salaries and care of the building. We are also
continuing our congregational support to our partner congregation
Mediator, Philadelphia, and the Ardmore Food Pantry. We encourage you
to continue giving to support our ministry, as you are able to in these
times. Checks can be mailed to the church office, or you can give online at
www.stpaulsardmore.com/giving.
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The Staff
The Rev. Laura M. Tancredi – Pastor
Andrew K. Heller – Director of Music
Carisa Cantor – Parish Administrator
Evelyn Reider – Controller
Mike Dougherty – Cemetery Superintendent
Dave Curry – Cemetery and Property Caretaker
Runa Kennedy & Ally Ross – Nursery Caregivers
Helene Roth – Council President

ltancredi@stpaulsardmore.org
andyheller@stpaulsardmore.org
carisa@stpaulsardmore.org
finance@stpaulsardmore.org

Telephones

Church Office – 610-642-3211
Controller – 610-642-9166

Stay Connected to St. Paul’s Online:
Website:

stpaulsardmore.com

Facebook:

facebook.com/stpaulsardmore

Pastor Laura's blog:

pastortancredi.wordpress.com
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