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The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Prelude

Immortal, Invisible

Robert Powell

(Congregation speaks words in bold print)
Announcements
BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS

Gathering
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us
and all of creation.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

A time of silence for reflection

Faithful God, have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin
and cannot free ourselves. We turn from your loving embrace and go our
own ways. We pass judgment on one another before examining ourselves.
We place our own needs before those of our neighbors. We keep your gift
of salvation to ourselves. Make us humble, cast away our transgressions,
and turn us again to life in you through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.
God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and
resurrection, Christ has made us his own. Hear the truth that God proclaims:
Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. Led by the Holy Spirit,
live in freedom and newness to do God’s work in the world.
Amen.
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GATHERING SONG # 834

Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE

Now the Feast and Celebration

SALUTATION
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness.
Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may
delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Word
Reading

Genesis 50:15-21

After Jacob’s death the brothers of Joseph begged for forgiveness for the crime they had done
against him. You intended to do me harm, Joseph said, but God used this as an
opportunity to do good and save many lives.
Reader/ A reading from Genesis.
Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph
still bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we
did to him?” So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this
instruction before he died, ‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your
brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive
the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they
spoke to him. Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said,
“We are here as your slaves.” But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am
I in the place of God? Even though you intended to do harm to me, God
intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing
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today. So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In
this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Solo

Bless the Lord, O My Soul

Scott Houldin, tenor

Ruth Henderson

HOLY GOSPEL

Matthew 18:21-35

When Peter asks about the limits of forgiveness, Jesus responds with a parable
that suggests human forgiveness should mirror the unlimited mercy of God.
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 18th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Peter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church sins
against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus said
to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.
“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who
wished to settle accounts with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one
who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; and, as he could not
pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all
his possessions, and payment to be made. So the slave fell on his knees before
him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ And out
of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the
debt. But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves
who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay
what you owe.’ Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have
patience with me, and I will pay you.’ But he refused; then he went and threw
him into prison until he would pay the debt. When his fellow slaves saw what
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had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their
lord all that had taken place. Then his lord summoned him and said to him,
‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with
me. Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on
you?’ And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay
his entire debt. So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you
do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon

Pastor Tancredi

HYMN OF THE DAY # 359

Where Charity and Love Prevail
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THE PRAYERS
(Each portion of the prayers concludes with the following:)
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICTION
Mothering God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life.
Amen.
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SENDING SONG # 665

Rise, Shine, You People

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Remember the poor.
Thanks be to God!

Postlude

Processional
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Peter Hurford

Even though we are not meeting in person, the church has many fixed
expenses including staff salaries and care of the building. We are also
continuing our congregational support to our partner congregation
Mediator, Philadelphia, and the Ardmore Food Pantry. We encourage you
to continue giving to support our ministry, as you are able to in these
times. Checks can be mailed to the church office, or you can give online at
www.stpaulsardmore.com/giving.

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #21703.
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The Staff
The Rev. Laura M. Tancredi – Pastor
Andrew K. Heller – Director of Music
Carisa Cantor – Parish Administrator
Evelyn Reider – Controller
Mike Dougherty – Cemetery Superintendent
Dave Curry – Cemetery and Property Caretaker
Runa Kennedy & Ally Ross – Nursery Caregivers
Helene Roth – Council President

ltancredi@stpaulsardmore.org
andyheller@stpaulsardmore.org
carisa@stpaulsardmore.org
finance@stpaulsardmore.org

Telephones

Church Office – 610-642-3211
Controller – 610-642-9166

Stay Connected to St. Paul’s Online:
Website:

stpaulsardmore.com

Facebook:

facebook.com/stpaulsardmore

Pastor Laura's blog:

pastortancredi.wordpress.com
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